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ARH 195-01 Special Topic:   
Making Space for Community: experiencing the built environment and people of  

Grinnell 
Danya Crites she/her 
Fall 2025, T 10-11:50 and TH 10-10:50, N2170 
Office Hours: T 1-2 and TH 11-12 or by appointment (When possible, please let me know ahead of 

time that you are planning on coming to office hours and what you’d like to discuss.) 
Office: A3248 (Alumni Recitation Hall) 
E-mail: critesda@grinnell.edu (My email or Canvas Inbox is the best way to contact me. I will 

respond within 24 hours of your email.) 
 

Course Description and Objectives  
In a society plagued by polarizing rhetoric and an epidemic of loneliness, the built environment 
plays a vital role in bringing people together both literally and metaphorically. From collaboration 
during the planning process through various phases of adaptation and preservation, buildings and 
spaces can both shape and reflect the health and identity of a community. This course will explore 
the relationship between the built environment and community with a particular focus on the city of 
Grinnell, which in many respects is a microcosm of the history of American architecture and urban 
planning. We will study the history and design of specific buildings and sites on campus and 
throughout the city, experiencing their spaces and talking with community members about what 
these places mean to them.  
 
The primary objective of this course is to get you to think about what makes a healthy community 
by 1) making you aware of the various ways the built environment impacts community - its 
potential to foster or inhibit collaboration, civic engagement and a sense of inclusion and 2) having 
you interact with community members outside of the college in order to expand your sense of 
community and your ability to contribute to your community. 

 
Throughout the semester you will also develop the following skills/knowledge: 

 
●​ A greater understanding of the built environment - examining it from historical, cultural, and 

phenomenological perspectives 
 

●​ An ability to explain and critique terminology, research methodologies, theoretical 
approaches, and scholarship related to the built environment. 
 

●​ An ability to do primary research through on-site observation, utilizing local archives, and 
conducting personal interviews 
 

●​ An ability to express research-based ideas through written, visual, and oral communication. 
 

●​ An awareness of the role of the built environment in creating communal interaction and 
identity in past and contemporary societies. 
 

●​ An ability to co-create and collaborate with community members of different backgrounds  
 

●​ An awareness of your potential to build community 
 

mailto:critesda@grinnell.edu
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Course Requirements 
Note that much of this course will not take place in a classroom. We will make frequent visits to 
sites off-campus, and though transportation will be provided to some of these sites, we will still do a 
substantial amount of walking both on and off campus. If you have concerns about this, please talk 
to me right away so we can make accommodations for you.  
 
Whether in the classroom or off-campus with members of our larger community, we will commit to 
making a safe, respectful space for people to share diverse viewpoints and contribute their skills and 
insights. We will all learn from each other! 
 
Readings 
There are no required books for this course. All readings will be on e-reserve. Readings are to be 
done by the class period under which they are listed. 
 
Images​
In order to be successful in this course, you must review images from readings and class 
lectures/discussions (available on JSTOR). You will find links to these images on vocab./question 
documents posted on Canvas.​
 
Graded Components 
Your grade for this course (which will include +/- shadings) will be based on: 
 
1) Class Participation (35%) Your participation grade will be based on the following components: 

1) Discussion leading (4% each = 12% total) You will co-lead 3 class discussions over the 
course of the semester. You will choose dates on a physical sign-up sheet in class, which will 
then be posted with detailed directions on Canvas. 

2) Journaling (2% each = 8% total) Throughout the course you will keep a journal of your 
thoughts on what makes a successful community place. Your entries will come from 
readings (please cite author/title), class discussions, on-site observations, and personal 
interviews. You will share at least one entry for every project “check-in” (9/30, 10/28, 11/11, 
and 11/25) 

3) Overall engagement and attendance (15%) 
The more you put into this class, the more you will get out of it! Questions and contributions 
to class discussions are not only encouraged but are required, even if you are not the 
discussion leader. Come every day with your own annotated copy of the readings and be 
prepared to talk in class and to take part in class activities. If you have anxieties about 
speaking in class, please talk with me about how you can find ways to participate. Listen 
when others are speaking. Arrive to class or our designated meeting area on-time so you will 
not be left behind! Do not leave the class unless absolutely necessary, be discreet with your 
food, and avoid extraneous conversations with your neighbor during class. Failure to meet 
these expectations will result in a reduction of your participation grade. For this course, it is 
particularly important that you attend class since we will be making site visits and having 
discussions with community partners that cannot be replicated. If you miss a site visit, you 
will need to arrange a time to visit that site on your own and turn in a written site 
analysis to me within a reasonable time frame. For every class you miss, you will need 
to contribute at least two comments and/or questions on the day’s materials in the on 
going Discussion Leading. Failure to do this make-up work will result in a 5% 
deduction from your overall engagement and attendance grade for each day that you 
miss. You will also need to borrow detailed notes from a classmate and/or see me to discuss 
what you missed. I will recommend that you drop the course if you habitually miss class 
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or do not participate in class. If you have concerns about whether or not you are 
meeting participation expectations, please contact me. 

 
2) Analysis of Grinnell Historical Museum (10%) You will write a 3-4-page analysis of the 
Grinnell Historical Museum (due 10/2). Detailed directions for this paper will be posted on Canvas. 
 
2) A Course-long Research Project (45% total) You will choose 1 of 3 options for this project 
which will require both individual research and collaboration with a community partner.  

Option 1: A Redesign of Merrill Park  
(Community Partner: Jordan Allsup, Director of Grinnell Recreation Dept.) 

Option 2: A Public Place Design for 915 Main St.  
(Community Partner: Adrienne Hardin,  Communications & Community 
Development Specialist) 

Option 3: A StoryMap documenting the history and significance of a public space to the 
community of Grinnell  
(Community Partners: Bethany Hewlett, Director of Grinnell Historical Museum 
and Ann Igoe, museum volunteer) 

 
Each option will be broken down into smaller assignments with detailed directions posted on 
Canvas. You must turn in each assignment before I will accept the next one. We will 
periodically have “check-ins” during class so you can share ideas and receive feedback from me and 
your classmates. 

Assignment 1: Formal analysis/site evaluation (due 10/16) (10%) 
Assignment 2: Proposal for design or annotated bib. for StoryMaps  (due 10/28) (5%) 
Assignment 3: Draft of design or StoryMap (due 11/11) (5%) 
Assignment 4: Final draft of project (due 12/2) (20%) 
Assignment 5: In-class presentation of project (due 12/2-12/9) (5%) 
 

*Please note that if you are a F-1 student and you choose option 1 or 2, you may need to secure 
Curricular Practical Training authorization from the Office of International Student Affairs. Please 
consult the OISA and review “CPT for Community Engaged Learning.” Unfortunately, CPTs are 
not available for first year students. 
 
3) A Final Reflection (10%) (Due 12/18) 
In this 2-3-page paper you will share reflections on what you learned about the built environment 
and community building.  
 
*Please note that written assignments will be submitted in Canvas. 
 
On average, you should not spend more than 9 hrs/week outside of class working on this course.  
 
Grading Scale  
A 93-100 B+ 87-89 C+ 77-79 D 60-69 

A- 90-92 B 83-86 C 70-76 F 0-59 

  B- 80-82     
 
 
 
 

https://dlac.grinnell.edu/arcgisonline/arcgis-storymaps/
https://grinco.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/OfficeOfInternationalStudentAffairs/SitePages/Employment%20%26%20Internships.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=nAKlLi
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Additional Policies and Resources 
Academic Honesty: The College’s Academic Honesty Policy is available online. 
I expect that students are aware of and meet the expectations of the policy. Instructions about proper 
citation will be included with each assignment. In regards to LLMs (ie: ChatGPT), only use them 
as a writing aid, not as a paper/essay generator. They will not produce a quality final product 
for the writing assignments for this class. For more, see Prof. Erik Simpson’s guide on LLM’s. If 
you have any questions about citation or LLM’s, please see me before you turn in your work. 
 
Late Work: My expectation is that all work will be turned in at the time and date it is due. Your 
grade will be reduced by 5% for each 24-hour period that it is late. Since assignments in this 
class build on one another, it is essential that you do not fall too far behind in your work. If you 
would like an extension due to extenuating circumstances, you must ask me 24 hours before or 
after the due date, clearly stating why you need an extension. I will then decide whether or not to 
grant you one. 
 
Religious Observation: I fervently support students’ efforts to meet both class and religious 
obligations. If you plan to observe religious holidays that coincide with class meetings or 
assignment due dates, please meet with me during the first two weeks of classes so that we may 
reach a mutual understanding of how you can meet these obligations. 
 
Accommodations: My goal is to make learning accessible to all of my students. If you have 
distinctive learning needs, please talk to me about what accommodations in the context of this 
course will help you successfully learn. If you have not already worked with the Office of Disability 
Resources and believe you may require academic accommodations for this course, please contact 
Disability Resources staff via email at access@grinnell.edu or by stopping by their offices in Steiner 
Hall. They will help you with accommodations and necessary documentation. 
 
Title IX and Pregnancy/Parenting Related Conditions: Grinnell College is committed to 
compliance with Title IX and to supporting the academic success of pregnant and parenting students 
and students with pregnancy related conditions. If you are a pregnant student, have pregnancy 
related conditions, or are a parenting student (child under one-year needs documented medical care) 
who wishes to request reasonable related supportive measures from the College under Title IX, 
please email the Title IX Coordinator at titleix@grinnell.edu. The Title IX Coordinator will work 
with Disability Resources and your professors to provide reasonable supportive measures in support 
of your education while pregnant or as a parent under Title IX. 
 
Academic Support: If you have other needs not addressed above, please let me early in the 
semester so that we can work together for the best possible learning environment. In some cases, I 
will recommend consulting with the Academic Advising staff. They are an excellent resource for 
developing strategies for academic success and can connect you with other campus resources as 
well: http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/academic-advising. If I notice that you are 
encountering difficulty and I have reached out to you and not received a response, or if you have 
missed multiple class sessions or are not meeting our class objectives repeatedly, I will submit an 
academic alert via Academic Advising’s SAL portal. This notifies you of my concern, along with 
the Academic Advising team and your advisor(s), so that they can reach out to you with additional 
offers of support. 
 
Library Research Help: The consulting librarian for this class is Dr. Petrouchka LL. Moïse. Please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to her if you would like help with finding, accessing, and managing 
sources (including data) for research projects for this class. Email moisepet@grinnell.edu or use this 
link to book an appointment: 
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/e1fcb10a4c6849389d79965e97cfeca4@grinnell.edu?an
onymous&ismsaljsauthenabled&ep=plink 

https://catalog.grinnell.edu/content.php?catoid=34&navoid=5483#honest-academic
https://eriksimpson.sites.grinnell.edu/Connections/Documents/WritingWithLLMs.pdf
mailto:access@grinnell.edu
mailto:titleix@grinnell.edu
http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/academic-advising
mailto:moisepet@grinnell.edu
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/e1fcb10a4c6849389d79965e97cfeca4@grinnell.edu?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled&ep=plink
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/e1fcb10a4c6849389d79965e97cfeca4@grinnell.edu?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled&ep=plink
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Writing Center: Since your essays and presentation are a significant portion of this course, I 
strongly encourage you to visit Grinnell’s Writing, Reading, and Speaking Center. “The Writing 
Center supports students working on papers, projects, and presentations, as well as applications for 
internships, fellowships, and graduate school. Instructors do not proofread papers, but they can 
teach you how to edit your own work effectively. For a link to the schedule and appointment 
system, visit http://mywco.com/grinnell or search for “Writing Center” on grinnell.edu or 
GrinnellShare. 
 
Course Schedule: 

Please note: Assignments are highlighted in yellow on the days they are due 
*In-class activities are in red font 
Links to websites and videos are in blue font 
Meeting locations outside of our classroom are highlighted in green 

 
Unit 1: Introduction to Space, Place, and Community Identity 
TH 8/28 Introduction to Course, Grinnell, and Each Other! 
*Share your prior knowledge about art history, Grinnell, or anything else relevant to this class! 
 
T 9/2 Defining Space, Place and Community Identity 

Stokstad and Cothren, “Starter Kit,” XXII-XXV 
http://art1010student.blog.brooklyn.edu/files/2018/08/Stokstad-Starter-Kit-xxii-xxxiii.pdf 

   Tuan, Space and Place, 1-18 and 112-117 (Note that Tuan’s use of pronouns and ethnic terms is 
dated and does not reflect the inclusive values of this class) 

Low, Why Public Space Matters, Appendix, Chapt. 1, 1-12 and 15-18 only and Chapt. 2 
Black Lives Matter Mural, Washington, D.C.: 
https://muralsdcproject.com/mural/black-lives-matter/ 

   Take academic honesty quiz (counts towards general participation) 
*Begin your journal of what makes successful community places 
*Consider date for community meal, Thursday, 9/18, 9/25, 10/2, or 10/30 3:15-6:30 
 
TH 9/4 Campus Identity and Public Places: Tour of Campus 
*Meet in front of HSSC Atrium  

Wyetzner, Architect Breaks Down the Most Common Styles of College Campus 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RCB6PbScjY&ab_channel=ArchitecturalDigest 

Mertaugh, Beginner’s Field Guide to Grinnell, 31-45 
Low, Why Public Space Matters, Chapt. 8  
Rowan, ed. “Grinnell’s Social Geometry,”  

*Share places important to you on campus 
 
T 9/9 Town Identity and Public Spaces: Social Justice Tour 
*Meet in lobby of JCC 

Mertaugh, Beginner’s Field Guide to Grinnell, 5-18 and 46-69 
Grinnell Architectural Treasures Walking Tour 
https://www.grinnellchamber.org/index.cfm?nodeID=84836&audienceID=1 

 
 
 

http://mywco.com/grinnell
http://art1010student.blog.brooklyn.edu/files/2018/08/Stokstad-Starter-Kit-xxii-xxxiii.pdf
https://muralsdcproject.com/mural/black-lives-matter/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RCB6PbScjY&ab_channel=ArchitecturalDigest
https://www.grinnellchamber.org/index.cfm?nodeID=84836&audienceID=1
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TH 9/11 Sullivan Bank 
*Meet at Grinnell Chamber of Commerce (Louis Sullivan’s Merchants National Bank) 

Archer, “Social Theory of Space” 
Twombly, “The Banks” from Louis Sullivan, The Poetry . . ., 48-58 
Menner, Louis Sullivan’s Merchants National Bank, 8-28 

*Discuss how academic evaluations of the building differ from the experience of local users, both 
past and present 

 
T 9/16 Spaces for Everyone 

Low, Why Public Space Matters, Chapt. 3 
Mehta, Public Space, Chapt. 5 
Wise and Jaffe, Design for Belonging, “Space,” 87-92 
Center for Universal Design, North Carolina State University 
https://design.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/principles-of-universal-design.pdf 
Project for Public Spaces: What is Place Making https://www.pps.org/article/what-is-placemaking 

and What Makes a Successful Place? https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat 
*Discuss ways to evaluate a space 
*Assignment of Projects: Redesign of Merrill Park, Public Place Design for 915 Main, or StoryMap 

for Grinnell Historical Museum 
*Decide date for community meal 
 
TH 9/18  
Assessing Space, Place, and Community Identity in Grinnell 

Low, Why Public Space Matters, Chapt. 10  
Hall and Porterfield, Community by Design, the Building Blocks of Community Design, 11-21 
Review Build a Better Grinnell Research Summary       
https://buildabettergrinnell.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/BABG-2030-Research-Summary.pdf 

*Discuss ways to evaluate spaces in Grinnell 
*Begin drafting questions for community surveys 
 
T 9/23 McMurray House and Historical Museum Visit with Ann Igoe and Bethany Hewlett 
*Meet in lobby of JCC 

Cavanagh and Schuchmann, Grinnell, Chapt. 1  
Review Grinnell Historical Museum mission and Website 

https://www.grinnellhistoricalmuseum.org/ 
Spacial Humanities Workshop - Deep Mapping 

https://lincolnmullen.com/projects/spatial-workshop/deep-maps.html#:~:text=emotion%2C%20
etc 

Project for Public Spaces: Citizen Placemaker: Nina Simon on Museums as Community Hubs: 
https://www.pps.org/article/citizen-placemaker-nina-simon-on-museums-as-community-hubs 

Project for Public Spaces: Shiloh Museum of Ozark History Entrance: 
https://www.pps.org/projects/shiloh-museum-of-ozark-history 

 
TH 9/25  
*Meet in lobby of JCC 
St. Francis Interviews 

https://design.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/principles-of-universal-design.pdf
https://www.pps.org/article/what-is-placemaking
https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat
https://buildabettergrinnell.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/BABG-2030-Research-Summary.pdf
https://www.grinnellhistoricalmuseum.org/
https://lincolnmullen.com/projects/spatial-workshop/deep-maps.html#:~:text=emotion%2C%20etc
https://lincolnmullen.com/projects/spatial-workshop/deep-maps.html#:~:text=emotion%2C%20etc
https://www.pps.org/article/citizen-placemaker-nina-simon-on-museums-as-community-hubs
https://www.pps.org/projects/shiloh-museum-of-ozark-history
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Unit 2: Place Making and Urban Planning: Parks  
 
T 9/30 Intro. to Place Making and Urban Planning  
  Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, Table of Contents and Chapt. 1  
  Carriere and Schalliol, The City Creative, Chapts. 1 and 4 (113-119 only) 
*Project Check-In - If you are doing a StoryMap, you must have a building/site chosen so I can 

approve it.  
*Discuss museum and St. Francis visits.  
 
TH 10/2 Landscapes and Parks 
  Low, Why Public Space Matters, Chapts. 4 and 5 
Museum Analysis Due at 11:59 pm 
 
T 10/7 Visit to Merrill Park Guided by Jordan Allsup  
*Meet at Merrill Park 

Hall and Porterfield, Community by Design, Common Design Aspects (Parks), 241-247 
Review Phases of Design Services from American Institute of Architects: 
https://www.aia.org/resource-center/defining-the-architects-basic-services 
Review Grinnell Parks and Recreation Master Plan by RDG (specific pages TBA) 
https://www.grinnelliowa.gov/428/Parks-and-Recreation-Master-Plan 

 
Unit 3: Place Making and Urban Planning: Downtowns 
 
TH 10/9 Intro. to Downtowns,  

Oldenburg, The Great Good Place, Chapt. 6 
Ford, America’s New Downtowns, Chapt. 1  

* Finalize questions for museum survey. 
 
T 10/14 Downtown Discussion with Adrienne Hardin, Communications and Community 
Development Specialist 
*Meet at Drake Community Library 

Gamble and Heyda, Rebuilding the American Town, Introduction (1-20) 
Review Congress for the New Urbanism https://www.cnu.org/resources/what-new-urbanism 
Review Ryan, Lutz, and Kono, “Creative Uses for Downtown Buildings in small Towns,” 

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/innovativedowntownbusinesses/files/2017/03/Creative-Uses-for-D
owntown-Buildings-030317.pdf?msclkid=6b6c7d0faf8511ec81fa8933ec1dbe8a 

IDEA Report on Grinnell (specific pages TBA)  
 
TH 10/16 Discussion with Dick Knapp and Craig Cooper on Beyer Building 

Steuteville, CNU 25 Great Ideas of New Urbanism, 1, 6-8, 10, 12-13, 15-16, and 22 
https://www.cnu.org/sites/default/files/25-great-ideas-book.pdf 

Shapiro, “Partnerships Bring 145-year-old downtown Grinnell Building Fully Back to Life” 
https://alumni.grinnell.edu/news/beyer-building 

  Community and College Downtown Partnerships 
https://www.grinnell.edu/about/leadership/offices-services/community/downtown-partnerships 

“Construction gets underway on four-story Main St. building,” Grinnell Herald Register, May 8, 
2025  

Formal Analysis/Site Evaluation Due for Project at 11:59 pm 

https://www.aia.org/resource-center/defining-the-architects-basic-services
https://www.grinnelliowa.gov/428/Parks-and-Recreation-Master-Plan
https://www.cnu.org/resources/what-new-urbanism
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/innovativedowntownbusinesses/files/2017/03/Creative-Uses-for-Downtown-Buildings-030317.pdf?msclkid=6b6c7d0faf8511ec81fa8933ec1dbe8a
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/innovativedowntownbusinesses/files/2017/03/Creative-Uses-for-Downtown-Buildings-030317.pdf?msclkid=6b6c7d0faf8511ec81fa8933ec1dbe8a
https://www.cnu.org/sites/default/files/25-great-ideas-book.pdf
https://alumni.grinnell.edu/news/beyer-building
https://www.grinnell.edu/about/leadership/offices-services/community/downtown-partnerships
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T10/21-TH10/23 FALL BREAK 
 
T 10/28  
Downtowns and Public Art  

Carriere and Schalliol, The City Creative, Chapt. 6 (on public art) and Conclusion 
Crossroads by Walter Hood: https://www.grinnell.edu/campus-life/arts-culture/campus-art 
Connections Murals Public Art Project: https://www.grinnellarts.org/connections-murals 
“Central Park veterans monument is nearing its fundraising goal” 

Grinnell Herald Register, May 22, 2025  
Ng, “Controversial monument to replace Grinnell Veterans Memorial Building,” Scarlett and 

Black, April 5, 2024 
https://thesandb.com/46640/article/controversial-monument-to-replace-grinnell-veterans-memor
ial-building/ 

Grinnell Community Art Walking Tour 
https://www.grinnellchamber.org/en/things_to_do/arts__culture/community_art_walking_tour/ 

*Project Check-in 
Proposal/Sources for Project Due at 11:59 pm 
 
Unit 4: Place Making and Urban Planning: Third Places  
 
TH 10/30 A Closer Analysis of Third Places 

Oldenburg, The Great Good Place, Chapt. 14 
Lerner, “Redefining Third Spaces,” 
https://urbanland.uli.org/redefining-third-spaces-modern-approaches-to-informal-urban-gathering-
places 

 
T 11/4 Renfrow Tour and Panel - Brian Lindgren of OPN, Rick Whitney, and Sarah Smith 
*Meet at Civic Innovation Pavilion of Renfrow Hall 

College News Release from 2022: 
https://www.grinnell.edu/messages/civic-engagement-quad-ceq-core-project-moves-forward-me
ssage-president-harris 

Grinnell Chamber of Commerce News Release from 2024: 
https://www.grinnellchamber.org/index.cfm/96913/19594/grinnell_college_renfrow_hall  

Facilities Magament Description of Renfrow: 
https://www.grinnell.edu/sites/default/files/docs/2024-09/Final%20Facilities%20Overview%20
Renfrow%20Hall%20%5BEG%5D.pdf 

Yanni, Living on Campus, Epilogue, 219-221 and 225-236 
*Visit the green space in front of Renfrow 2-3 times before this class meeting and record who you 
see using it and how they are using it. Share your observations with the class. 
 
TH11/6 Challenges to Designing Third Places in Residential Complexes 

Bristol, “The Pruitt-Igo Myth” 
ArchDaily Team. "How to Design Common Areas in Residential Buildings? Examples from 

Brazilian Houses" 
https://www.archdaily.com/1002154/how-to-design-common-areas-in-residential-buildings-exa
mples-from-brazilian-houses 

*Continued Discussion of Renfrow  

https://www.grinnell.edu/campus-life/arts-culture/campus-art
https://www.grinnellarts.org/connections-murals
https://thesandb.com/46640/article/controversial-monument-to-replace-grinnell-veterans-memorial-building/
https://thesandb.com/46640/article/controversial-monument-to-replace-grinnell-veterans-memorial-building/
https://www.grinnellchamber.org/en/things_to_do/arts__culture/community_art_walking_tour/
https://urbanland.uli.org/redefining-third-spaces-modern-approaches-to-informal-urban-gathering-places
https://urbanland.uli.org/redefining-third-spaces-modern-approaches-to-informal-urban-gathering-places
https://www.grinnell.edu/messages/civic-engagement-quad-ceq-core-project-moves-forward-message-president-harris
https://www.grinnell.edu/messages/civic-engagement-quad-ceq-core-project-moves-forward-message-president-harris
https://www.grinnellchamber.org/index.cfm/96913/19594/grinnell_college_renfrow_hall
https://www.grinnell.edu/sites/default/files/docs/2024-09/Final%20Facilities%20Overview%20Renfrow%20Hall%20%5BEG%5D.pdf
https://www.grinnell.edu/sites/default/files/docs/2024-09/Final%20Facilities%20Overview%20Renfrow%20Hall%20%5BEG%5D.pdf
https://www.archdaily.com/1002154/how-to-design-common-areas-in-residential-buildings-examples-from-brazilian-houses
https://www.archdaily.com/1002154/how-to-design-common-areas-in-residential-buildings-examples-from-brazilian-houses
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T 11/11 Schools and Places of Worship as Foundational Third Places  

Cavanagh and Schuchmann, Grinnell, Chapt. 4  
Anthese, The Great Indoors, Chapt. 3, 65-80 and Chapt. 6, 154-157 (notes 239-242 and 257-258) 
Herman and Tondeur, “Untangling the sociomateriality of the classroom: biographies of school 

spaces (c. 1960–2014)” 
 *Project check-in 
Design/StoryMap Project Draft Due at 11:59 pm 
 
TH 11/13 Discussion with Dave Stoakes, GN School District Facilities Development Director 

“G-N board discusses transition plans, new school, Davis sale,” Grinnell Herald Register, May 
19, 2025  

Rice. “Old Redmond Schoolhouse Community Center”: 
https://www.pps.org/places/old-redmond-schoolhouse-community-center 

Plans for new building (Pages TBA) 
 
T 11/18 Places of Worship for Community, Panel Discussion with Various Religious Leaders 
*Meet at United Church of Christ 

Buggeln, “The Suburban Church,” Chapt. 7 
Abbreviated History of Grinnell UCC: https://www.grinnellucc.org/history/ 
Project for Public Spaces: Religious Institutions Show the Way: 
https://www.pps.org/article/sacredspaces 

 
TH 11/20 Panel Discussion on Third Spaces with Various Community Members 
*Meet at Saints Rest 

All Things Grinnell Podcast on Saints Rest: 
https://www.grinnell.edu/about/leadership/offices-services/communications/podcast/all-things-
grinnell/saints-rest 

*Reading TBA 
 
T 11/25 Rethinking Third Spaces  

Project for Public Spaces: All Access Library: https://www.pps.org/projects/all-access-library 
The Garden Library, Tel Aviv, Israel: 
https://www.pps.org/places/the-garden-library 

Can Retail Space be an Extension of the Public Realm? A Look at 
Seattle’s Third Place Books: 
https://www.pps.org/article/can-retail-space-be-an-extension-of-the-p
ublic-realm 

*FINAL Project Check-in 
 
TH 11/27 THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
T 12/2 Student Presentations - StoryMaps 
Final Draft of Project Due at 11:59 pm 
 
TH 12/4 Student Presentations - Redesign of Merrill  
 

https://www.pps.org/places/old-redmond-schoolhouse-community-center
https://www.grinnellucc.org/history/
https://www.pps.org/article/sacredspaces
https://www.grinnell.edu/about/leadership/offices-services/communications/podcast/all-things-grinnell/saints-rest
https://www.grinnell.edu/about/leadership/offices-services/communications/podcast/all-things-grinnell/saints-rest
https://www.pps.org/projects/all-access-library
https://www.pps.org/places/the-garden-library
https://www.pps.org/article/can-retail-space-be-an-extension-of-the-public-realm
https://www.pps.org/article/can-retail-space-be-an-extension-of-the-public-realm
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T 12/9 Student Presentations - Public Place for 915 Main and remaining presentations 
 
TH 12/11 Celebration with community partners! 
 
Final Reflection Due 12/18 11:59 pm 
 
Course Bibliography: 
 
Anthes, Emily. The Great Indoors: the Surprising Science of How Buildings Shape Our Behavior, 

Health and Happiness. Scientific American and Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2020. 
 
ArchDaily Team. "How to Design Common Areas in Residential Buildings? Examples from 

Brazilian Houses" [Como projetar as áreas comuns de edifícios residenciais? Veja exemplos 
brasileiros] 14 Jun 2023. ArchDaily. 

 
Archer, John. “Social Theory of Space: Architecture and the Production of Self, Culture, and 

Society.” Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians 64, no. 4 (2005): 430-433. 
 
Bristol, Katharine G. “The Pruitt-Igo Myth.” Journal of Architectural Education 44, no. 3 (1991): 

163-171. 
 
Buggeln, Gretchen Townsend. The Suburban Church: Modernism and Community in Postwar 

America. University of Minnesota Press, 2015. 
 
Carriere, Michael H. and Schalliol, David. The City Creative: The Rise of Urban Placemaking in 

Contemporary America. University of Chicago Press, 2021. 
 
Cavanagh, Lynn, and Mary Schuchmann. Grinnell. Arcadia Publishing, 2015. 
 
Ford, Larry R. America’s New Downtowns: Revitalization or Reinvention? The Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 2003. 
 
Gamble, David, and Patty Heyda. Rebuilding the American Town: Design and Strategy at Small 

Scale. Routeledge, 2025. 
 
Grinnell Herald Register. May 8, 19, and 22, 2025. 
 
Hall, Jr., Kenneth B. and Gerald A. Porterfield. Community by Design:New Urbanism for Suburbs 

and Small Communities. McGraw-Hill, 2001. 
 
Herman, Frederik, and Jo Tondeur. “Untangling the sociomateriality of the classroom: 

biographies of school spaces (c. 1960–2014).” Oxford Review of Education 47 (2021): 
681-695. 

 
Jacobs, Jane. The Death and Life of Great American Cities. Random House, 1961. 
 
Lerner, Michele. “Redefining Third Spaces: Modern Approaches to Informal Urban Gathering 

Places.” Urban Land, July 24, 2024. 
 
Low, Setha. Why Public Space Matters. Oxford: 2022. 
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Mehta, Vikas. Public Space: Notes on why It Matters. Routledge, 2022. 
 
Menner, Bill. Louis Sullivan’s Merchants National Bank. Pomegranate, 2007. 
 
Mertaugh, Hilary. Beginner's field guide to Grinnell and its environs. Grinnell College, 2002. 
 
Ng, “Controversial monument to replace Grinnell Veterans Memorial Building,” Scarlett and Black, 

April 5, 2024 
https://thesandb.com/46640/article/controversial-monument-to-replace-grinnell-veterans-me
morial-building/ 

 
Rice, Jean Old Redmond Schoolhouse Community Center: 2002m   

https://www.pps.org/places/old-redmond-schoolhouse-community-center 
 
Rowan, Jan C., ed. “Grinnell’s Social Geometry,” Progressive Architecture (1965): 118-125. 
 
Ryan, Lutz, and Kono, “Creative Uses for Downtown Buildings in small Towns,” 

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/innovativedowntownbusinesses/files/2017/03/Creative-Uses-f
or-Downtown-Buildings-030317.pdf?msclkid=6b6c7d0faf8511ec81fa8933ec1dbe8a 

 
Oldenburg, Ray. The Great Good Place: Cafés, Coffee Shops, Bookstores, Bars, Hair Salons, and 

Other Hangouts at the Heart of a Community. Da Capo Press, 1989.  
 
Steuteville, Robert. CNU 25 Great Ideas of New Urbanism. The Congress for the New Urbanism, 

2018. 
 
Twombly, Robert, and Narisco G. Menocal. Louis Sullivan, The Poetry of Architecture. W.W. 

Norton and Company, 2000. 
 
Tuan, Yi-Fu. Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience. University of Minnesota Press, 1977. 

Reprint 2001. 
 
Wise, Susie. Rose Jaffe, ill. Design for Belonging: How to Build Inclusion and Collaboration in 

Your Communities. Ten Speed Press and Hasso Plattner Institute of Design at Stanford, 
2022. 

 
Wyetzner, Architect Breaks Down the Most Common Styles of College Campus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RCB6PbScjY&ab_channel=ArchitecturalDigest 
 
Yanni, Carla. Living on Campus: An Architectural History of the American Dormitory. University of 

Minnesota Press, 2019. 
 
Additional Bibliography: 
 
Arendt, Randall. Rural by Design: Planning for Town and Country. 2nd Edition. Routledge, 2017. 
 

https://thesandb.com/46640/article/controversial-monument-to-replace-grinnell-veterans-memorial-building/
https://thesandb.com/46640/article/controversial-monument-to-replace-grinnell-veterans-memorial-building/
https://www.pps.org/places/old-redmond-schoolhouse-community-center
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/innovativedowntownbusinesses/files/2017/03/Creative-Uses-for-Downtown-Buildings-030317.pdf?msclkid=6b6c7d0faf8511ec81fa8933ec1dbe8a
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/innovativedowntownbusinesses/files/2017/03/Creative-Uses-for-Downtown-Buildings-030317.pdf?msclkid=6b6c7d0faf8511ec81fa8933ec1dbe8a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RCB6PbScjY&ab_channel=ArchitecturalDigest
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Bodenhamer, David J., John Corrigan, and Trevor M. Harris, eds. Making Deep Maps: Foundations, 

Approaches, and Methods. Routledge, 2022. 
 
Cheng, Irene, Charles L. Davis II, and Mabel O. Wilson. Race and Modern Architecture: A Critical 

History from the Enlightenment to the Present. Pittsburgh University Press, 2020. 
 
Ching, Francis D.K., and James F. Eckler. Introduction to Architecture. Wiley and Sons, Inc. 2013. 
 
Cranz, Galen. The Politics of Park Design: A History of Urban Parks in America. MIT Press, 1982. 
 
Cresswell, Tim. Place: an Introduction. John Wiley and Sons, 2014. 
 
Duany, Andres, Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, and Jeff Speck. Suburban Nation: the Rise of Sprawl and 

the decline of the American Dream. 2001. 
 
Eggner, Keith, ed. American Architectural History: A Contemporary Reader. Taylor and Francis 

Group, 2004. 
 
Fishman, Robert. Urban Utopias in the 20th cent.: E. Howard, FLW, and Le Corbu. MIT Press, 

1977. 
 
Gamble, David, and Patty HeydaRebuilding. The American City: Design and Strategy for the 21st 

Century Urban Core. Routledge, 2015. 
 
Kaiser, Daniel. Grinnell Stories: African Americans of early Grinnell. Grinnell Historical Museum, 

2020. 
 
Kennedy, David K. Portrait of Grinnell: the architecture and landscape of Grinnell College. 100 

Books Publishing Company, 2006. 
 
Kruty, Paul. Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin in Grinnell. Grinnell College, 2011. 
 
Kunstler, James Howard. The Geography of Nowhere: The Rise and Decline of America’s 

Man-Made Landscape. Simon and Schuster, 1993. 
 
Lanzl, Christina. “Toward a New Paradigm: Public Art and Placemaking in the Twenty-First 

Century.” In Extraordinary Partnerships: How the Arts and Humanities are Transforming 
America, edited by Christine Henseler. Lever Press, 2020. 

 
O’Gorman, James. Three American Architects: Richardson, Sullivan, and Wright. University of 

Chicago Press, 1991. 
 
Mumford, Lewis. The City in History: Its Origins, Its Transformations, and Its Prospects. Harcourt, 

Brace & World, 1961. 
 
Pfeiffer, Bruce Brooks, ed. The Essential Frank Lloyd Wright: Critical Writings on Architecture. 

Princeton University Press, 2010. 
 



13 
Pugin, A. W. N. True Principles of Christian Architecture. J. Weale, 1841. 
 
Pregliasco, Janice. “The Life and Work of Marion Mahony Griffin,” Museum Studies (The Art 

Institute of Chicago) 21, no. 2 (1995): 164-170. 
 
Shore, Monique McLay. No One Is Better than You: Edith Renfrow Smith and the Power of a 

Mother's Words. Scarlet Squirrel Publishing, 2023. 
 
Stanton, Phoebe B.  The Gothic Revival and American Church Architecture. Hopkins Press, 1997. 
 
Sullivan, Louis. Kindergarten Chats and Other Writings. Revised ed. George Wittenburn, Inc. 1947 
 
Turner, Paul Venable. Campus: An American Planning Tradition. University of Michigan Press, 

1984. 
 
Upton, Dell. American Architecture: A Thematic History. Oxford University Press, 2019. 
 
_____. Architecture in the United States. Oxford University Press, 1998. 
 
Venturi, Robert. Complexity and Contradiction in Architecture. MOMA, 1966. 
 
Venturi, Robert, Denise Scott Brown, and Steven Izenour. Learning from Las Vegas: The Forgotten 

Symbolism of Architectural Form. MIT Press, 1972.  
 
Yuan, Mat et al. Deep Maps and Spatial Narratives. Indiana University Press, 2015. 
 
Ortlepp, Anke, and Bryant Simon, eds. “Bounded Cities.” Amerikastudien/American Studies. 65, 

No. 2 (2020).  
 
Orvell, Miles. The Death and life of Main Street: Small Towns in American Memory, Space, and 

Community. University of North Carolina Press, 2012. 
 
Wright, Gwendolyn. “Cultural History: Europeans, Americans, and the Meanings of Space.” 

Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians. 64, No. 4 (2005):436-440. 
 
Ziolkowski, Jan M. “The Rise of Collegiate Gothic.” In The Juggler of Notre Dame and the 

Medievalizing of Modernity. Vol. 3: The American Middle Ages.  Open Book Publishers, 
2018.  

 
Web Resources:  
 
“Starter Kit” from Stokstad, Marilyn, and Michael Watt Cothren. Art History. Boston: 
Prentice Hall, 2011: 
http://art1010student.blog.brooklyn.edu/files/2018/08/Stokstad-Starter-Kit-xxii-xxxiii.pdf 
 
Skidmore College Visual Analysis of Architecture Guidelines: 
https://www.skidmore.edu/arthistory/academic/writing/visual.php#architecture 

http://art1010student.blog.brooklyn.edu/files/2018/08/Stokstad-Starter-Kit-xxii-xxxiii.pdf
https://www.skidmore.edu/arthistory/academic/writing/visual.php#architecture
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Basic Architectural Dictionary (alphabetical) from Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission: 
https://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/resources/dictionary.html 
 
Architectural Terminology by category from Architecturecourses.org 
https://www.architecturecourses.org/learn/architectural-terms 
 
Link to architectural terminology slides in JSTOR: 
www.jstor.org/workspace/ebafd5ae-8726-491a-8e2f-ffca04e9acf5?mode=GRID 
 
Spatial Humanities Workshop: 
An explanation of deep maps by Prof. Lincoln Mullen at George Mason University 
https://lincolnmullen.com/projects/spatial-workshop/deep-maps.html#:~:text=emotion%2C%20etc. 
 
Examples of Mapping Projects from the Spatial Humanities Project of the Institute for 
Enabling Geospatial Scholarship: 
https://spatial.scholarslab.org/project/ 
 
Project for Public Spaces: 
Since 1975, Project for Public Spaces has helped over 3,500 communities across 50 countries and 
all 50 U.S. states imagine their futures and meet their needs through public space. From our early 
days building upon the research of William H. Whyte, we have grown into the go-to resource for 
placemaking as an approach to designing and managing public spaces with the people who use them 
every day. 
https://www.pps.org/ 
 
Citizens’ Institute on Rural Design (CIRD): 
Committed to supporting rural America, the Citizens’ Institute on Rural Design (CIRD) helps 
communities convert their own good ideas into reality. 
https://www.rural-design.org/ 
 
ArchDaily:  
covers architectural news and projects from around the globe. You can search projects by category, 
making it an excellent source for learning about the latest designs for various community buildings. 
https://www.archdaily.com/ 
 
The Smithsonian’s Museum on Main Street: 
The mission of Museum on Main Street is to provide access to the Smithsonian for small-town 
America. Museum on Main Street engages small-town audiences and brings attention to 
underserved rural communities. 
https://museumonmainstreet.org/ 
The Smithsonian Exhibit “Grinnell Works” 
https://www.grinnell.edu/campus-life/arts-culture/smithsonian-exhibits/twww-grinnell 
 
 

https://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/resources/dictionary.html
http://architecturecourses.org
https://www.architecturecourses.org/learn/architectural-terms
http://www.jstor.org/workspace/ebafd5ae-8726-491a-8e2f-ffca04e9acf5?mode=GRID
https://lincolnmullen.com/projects/spatial-workshop/deep-maps.html#:~:text=emotion%2C%20etc
https://spatial.scholarslab.org/project/
https://www.pps.org/
https://www.rural-design.org/
https://www.archdaily.com/
https://museumonmainstreet.org/
https://www.grinnell.edu/campus-life/arts-culture/smithsonian-exhibits/twww-grinnell
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Main Street America:  
Main Street America leads an inclusive, impact-driven movement dedicated to reenergizing and 
strengthening older and historic downtowns and neighborhood commercial districts nationwide. 
https://www.mainstreet.org/ 
 
Buildings and Landscapes: Journal of the Vernacular Architecture Forum: 
examines the built world that most people experience every day—houses and cities, farmsteads and 
alleys, churches and courthouses, subdivisions and shopping malls. Strongly based on fieldwork and 
archival research that views buildings as windows into human life and culture, articles are written 
by historians, preservationists, architects, cultural and urban geographers, cultural anthropologists, 
and others involved with the documentation, analysis, and interpretation of the built world. 
https://www.upress.umn.edu/journals/buildings-and-landscapes/ 
 
The Congress for New Urbanism 
The Congress for the New Urbanism (CNU) is a member-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit championing 
better design of cities and towns to improve lives and strengthen communities for all.  For over 
thirty years, CNU has been the leading organization in reforming city-building across the country, 
gathering the broad spectrum of practitioners and advocates who share our mission. 
https://www.cnu.org/ 
 
Urban Land Magazine:  
published by the Urban Land Institute whose mission is to  
“Shape the future of the built environment for transformative impact in communities worldwide” 
https://urbanland.uli.org/?_gl=1*1qt204y*_gcl_au*NjQwODMyNjc5LjE3NTEzODc3NTg.*_ga*Nj
I3OTYwNzA2LjE3NTEzODc3NTY.*_ga_68JJQP7N7N*czE3NTIxMDA5MjkkbzQkZzEkdDE3N
TIxMDA5ODMkajYkbDAkaDA.#ulip=globalnav-urbanland 
 
NY4P: Measuring Neighborhood Park Use: A Citizen’s Guide 
https://www.ny4p.org/client-uploads/pdf/Other-reports/NY4P_Measuring-Neighborhood-Park-Use.
pdf 
 
The Participatory Museum by Nina Simon:  
a practical guide to working with community members and visitors to make cultural institutions 
more dynamic, relevant, essential places.  
https://participatorymuseum.org/ 
 
 
 
(See next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mainstreet.org/
https://www.upress.umn.edu/journals/buildings-and-landscapes/
https://www.cnu.org/
https://urbanland.uli.org/?_gl=1*1qt204y*_gcl_au*NjQwODMyNjc5LjE3NTEzODc3NTg.*_ga*NjI3OTYwNzA2LjE3NTEzODc3NTY.*_ga_68JJQP7N7N*czE3NTIxMDA5MjkkbzQkZzEkdDE3NTIxMDA5ODMkajYkbDAkaDA.#ulip=globalnav-urbanland
https://urbanland.uli.org/?_gl=1*1qt204y*_gcl_au*NjQwODMyNjc5LjE3NTEzODc3NTg.*_ga*NjI3OTYwNzA2LjE3NTEzODc3NTY.*_ga_68JJQP7N7N*czE3NTIxMDA5MjkkbzQkZzEkdDE3NTIxMDA5ODMkajYkbDAkaDA.#ulip=globalnav-urbanland
https://urbanland.uli.org/?_gl=1*1qt204y*_gcl_au*NjQwODMyNjc5LjE3NTEzODc3NTg.*_ga*NjI3OTYwNzA2LjE3NTEzODc3NTY.*_ga_68JJQP7N7N*czE3NTIxMDA5MjkkbzQkZzEkdDE3NTIxMDA5ODMkajYkbDAkaDA.#ulip=globalnav-urbanland
https://www.ny4p.org/client-uploads/pdf/Other-reports/NY4P_Measuring-Neighborhood-Park-Use.pdf
https://www.ny4p.org/client-uploads/pdf/Other-reports/NY4P_Measuring-Neighborhood-Park-Use.pdf
https://participatorymuseum.org/
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Guide for Comprehending and Critiquing Readings/Sources 
*This guide was adapted from Prof. Prevost’s syllabus for Modern Britain and the Empire. Many 
thanks to her for sharing this resource. Please refer to these questions as you do readings and view 
images or videos for class and for your own research. 
 
Primary Sources (a record (piece) produced during the period that you are studying, often a 
first-hand account of an event, practice, or period) 

1)​ What was the author’s motivation in creating the piece? 
2)​ Who or what is the subject of the piece? Whom does the author claim to represent or speak 

for? 
3)​ Who was the intended audience? 
4)​ What sentence/passage/section best summarizes the piece? What is the thesis (argument) of 

the piece? How does the author support their thesis? 
5)​ What was the historical context in which the author produced the piece? 
6)​ What is factual and what is subjective in the piece? How do you know? What experiences or 

biases of the author may have informed their work? 
 
Secondary Sources (a piece that analyzes and/or interprets the past) 

1)​ What question or problem does the author raise? 
2)​ What is their thesis (arguable answer to the question or problem)? What 

sentence/passage/section best summarizes their thesis?  
3)​  How does the author support their thesis? What types of evidence does the author cite 

(don’t forget to look in footnotes/endnotes? What interpretations does the author discredit? 
 
 


